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original castes, Brahmans, Kshatrias, Vaisyas, and
Sudras,
There must always have been since the birth of
man the distinctions that inevitably result from the
varying conditions of life. The owner of flocks
and herds was held to be in a superior condition to
the man employed to tend those flocks and herds.
A difference of position must equally have existed
in the family and tribal circle, where one man
was by primogeniture or by common consent
acknowledged to be the head of the family
or the tribe; but there is nothing to show in
history that one community claimed superiority
sufficient to refuse the admission of another
community to a share in its religious rites and
social ceremonies,
It was not until the Aryans had established
themselves in the country that the caste system
was evolved. In its inception it was racial in
character* The ruling race separated itself from
the conquered race* At the same time this
separation was influenced unconsciously by trade;
and the groups formed themselves into primitive
trade guilds* protective of trade interests*
Thus it came about that when Manu tabulated
his laws he found sufficient ground in existing